SENVINGVul

PR e
Single Copies Free. Multiple copies may be available, with prior approval, for S0 cents each by contacting the BayWindows business office.

© June 26- July 9, 2025

50 cents at wewsstands Vol.

No25

STAY CONNECTED

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

TO GET THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES

STAY UP TO DATE WITH REAL BAYWI N DOWS .CO M

NEWS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

U.S. Supreme

Court upholds

ban on gender-affirming

care for transgender minors
s = _a

Photo via Adobe Firefly.
By Lisa Keen, question —SB 1 from Tennessee—
Keen News Service does not discriminate on the basis

Ina6 to 3 decision led by Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts, the US. Supreme
Court ruled that states may ban gen-
der dysphoria treatment for minors,
even when their parents want it for
their child.

Roberts said the specific law in

of sex because minors are prohibited
from receiving gender dysphoria treat-
ment “rcgar{ﬂess ﬂ{f_hﬁ minor’s SCX-”
The majority said it rejects the
plaintiffs’ argument that SB1 “en-
forces a government preference that

see SCOTUS, page 8

Trump administration

removing 988

hotline service

tailored to LGBTQ+ youth

By Devi Shastri
AP Health Writer

The 988 National Suicide & Crisis
Lifeline will stop providing tailored
support options to LGBTQ+ youth
and young adults on July 17, accord-
ing to a statement on a federal agen-
cy’s websire.

The decision preempts the Trump
administration’s 2026 budget propos-

al to cut funding for 988's LGBTQ+
youth and young adult services, and is
raising alarm bells among LGBTQ+
advocates.

Federal data shows the LGBTQ+
youth program has scrved nearly 1.3
million callers since it started in Sep-
tember 2022. The services were acces-
sible under the “Press 3” option on the

see HOTLINE, page 10
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Boston By Foot, Inc.
Massachusetts Scace House, 24

Beacon St
bostonbyfoot.org/tours/bos-
tons-lgbtg-past

June dates: Thursday the 26th,
Friday the 27th, and Saturday the
28th.

July dates: Saturday the Sth, Fri-
day the 11th, Saturday the 19¢h,
and Friday the 25¢h,

August dates: Friday the Istand
Friday the 15th.

THIS ISSUE OF BAY WINDOWS HAS THE
MOST COMPREHENSIVE LISTINGS FOR
NEW ENGLAND’S LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL
& TRANSGENDER PRIDE CELEBRATIONS

BOSTON BLACK PRIDE

JULY 6

NORTH SHOR
PARADE &

a

JUNE 28 Noon - 8:00 PM Boston, MA;
Parade noon, Festival 11:00 AM lesbigayurbanfoundarion.org
- 4:00 PM Sherland Park to Salem
Common, Salem, MA; northshore- JULY 12-19
pridc.org Provincetown, MA; WWW.prown-
beassven
JUNE 29
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM Nelson SEPTEMBER 6

Park, Plymouth, MA; plymouthpri- 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM Downtown

deinc.com Worcester, MA; prideworcester.urg
REVERE BEACH PRIDE LONGMEADOW PRIDE

JUNE 29
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM Waterfront
Square, 400-500 Ocean Ave, Revere,
MA; revere.org/reverepride

SEPTEMBER 7
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM Longmead-
ow Town Green, [Dngmeaduw
MA; longmeadowpride.org

By the time this column appears,
the US. Supreme Court may have
decided in Mahmoud . Taylor, a
cse revolving around LGBTQ+-
inclusive books in public school class-
rooms. Two of the books in the case
were published by Lictle Bee Books,
whose CEQ and editorial director
spoke with me about LGBTQ+ in-
cusion, their partnership with LG-
BTQ+ media advocacy organization
GLAAD, and the case itself.

see MOMBIAN, pzg- 8

Publisher of Books in Supreme Court Case
Committed to LGBTQ+ Representation

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com
contributing writer

CEQ, Shimul Tolia and Editorial Director, Brett Duguette. Gourtesy photos.

“To be very clear, I am in ‘Pirates!’ until the end of the run
of ‘Pirates!...I told my agents, ‘I have to take August off...

unless ‘Oh, Mary?!’ calls. And then went, ‘Oh, Mary!’ called.”

- Jinkx Monsoon announces she’ll be the latest Mary on Broadway starting on August 4th.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!

Fhoto by Alec White
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ENRICH.
ENGAGE.

TOGETHER.

Goddard House offers residents enriching
everyday experiences aimed at promoting
independence, inspiring curiosily and
encouraging connection with others.

GODDARD
HOUSE

ENRICH ENGAGE. TOBETHER

Spacious studio, one & two bedroom
apartmcn[s

Concierge-style services & wellness offerings
Award-winning brain healthy cuisine
Expansive dining, fitness, T

PLATINUM

technology & outdoor amenitics

LGBTQ+ Culturs!
Competency Training

sagerare

Onsite rehabilitation services
SAGECare Accreditation for
LGB Cultural Competency
EnrichedLIFE experiences and adventures
Olmsted Memory Support programs
backed by rescarch and designed to trear
the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease
Unique short-term and trial stay option
with "no minimum stay” requirement!
Stay as long or as short as you need.

PRIDE MONTH!

—— JUNE 2025 ——
From Councilor Ed Flynn & Fa

contributing writer

Rep. Darrell Issa announced in March that he
had nominated President Trump to receive the
Nobel Peace Prize.

“Not since Ronald Reagan has an American
president better represented the national resolve
of peace through strength or the fundamental
case for a world without war,” he wrote.

If you buy that, I would like to sell you Green-
land.

After bombing three Iranian nuclear sites
on June 21, Trump, the king of liars, wrote on
Truth Social, “Now is the time for peace!” (He
put that in all caps, but I don't like shuuting at
my readers.)

Trump quickly won praise from legislators
ranging from House Speaker Mike Johnson to
Demaocratic Sen, John Fetterman, I agree with
House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, who
said Trump “misled the country about his inten-
tions, failed to seck congressional authorization
for the use of military force and risks American
Enr;mg!emcm ina putentiaﬂy disastrous war in
the Middle East.”

Democrats, however, are not exactly unified
in their messaging. Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer, after slamming Trump for
marcf]ing us into war “with erratic threats and
no strategy,” said, “Confronting Iran’s ruthless
campaign of terror, nuclear ambitions, and re-
gional aggression demands strength, resolve,
and strategic claricy.”

I am no fan of Iran’s leaders, to say the least,
but can we please be more honest? It's absurd to
decry regional aggression in the Mideast while
ignoring or even applauding the aggression of
Isracli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,

American inteﬂigcncc experts had said that
Iran was not on the verge of developing nuclear
weapons. But Trump did not want to hear that.
He preferred to go with Netanyahu, who inci-
dentally has nuclear weapons already and has

| am no fan of
Iran’s leaders, to
say the least, but
can we please be
more honest? It’s
absurd to decry
regional aggression

in the Mideast

while ignoring or
even applauding
the aggression
of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Making War while mouthing peace
No Nobel for the king of liars
byRichard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

been engaged in a ruchless campaign of echnic
cleansing against Palestinians in Gaza,

Ifyou think America getting bogged down in
another war in that region is just what we need,
good for you. But do not tell me this behavior is
arecipe for peace.

Trump has long desired a Nobel Peace Prize.
That's like a big game hunter wanting to be Dr.
Dolictle.

Our 45th and 47th president, which is two
presidencies more than he deserved, resents that
President Obama won a Nobel and he didn’t.
Granted, the Nobel committee was so hasty in
honoring Obama that even he was embarrassed.
But Obama is sane and responsible, while
Trump is asociopath.

Instead of treating the prospect of war as a
grave matter, Trump teased us over the bomb-
ing of Iran like someone on reality TV choosing
a lover: “I may do it. I may not do it. Nobody
knows what I'm going to do.”

Republicans are as incoherent as their leader.
On one hand are isolacionists who want to avoid
international entanglements. On the other are
hawks so eager to get us into another conflict
that they never paused to consider the long-
term consequences.

The United States spends more on its defense
than the next nine countries combined. Yet Re-
publicans seck to add hundreds of billions of
dollars to our military budget.

pmcﬁ cannot mean d]at we ﬂanC hﬂvﬁ r_he
right to defend ourselves. Strength cannot mean
pretending to be so threatened by the opinions
of protesters that we have masked secret police
grab them in the strects to deport them to for-
cign gufags.

Trump has no more credibility on the subject
of peace than on free and fair clections. He is
still so obsessed over his 2020 loss that he wants
to appoint a special prosccutor to investigate
Democrats.

But we cannot just blame politicians. Trump’s
power rests on millions of voters who behave
like members of a cult, and on media that serve
as enablers of his alcernate reality.

A friend of mine spends far too much time
on Facebook arguing with MAGAs. In response
to his calling the military parade Trump threw
for himself on his 79th birthday a flop, some-
one replied that the “No Kings” rallics across the
country were also a flop. When my friend point-
ed out the huge numbers of people who showed
up to protest Trump's dicratorial ambitions, the
other guy called the protesters “speed bumps.”

That i.S d’le sort UF d:pmvcd rcmark d]at
causes Trump supporters to congratulate them-
selves for “owning the libs”” Never mind the fact
that their determination to own people was
what caused them to lose the Civil War,

How do we overcome this persistent nasti-
ness and defiant, multigenerational ignorance ?
We can start by confronting those who bully
others while portraying themselves as victims.

Richard Rosendall is a writer and activist who
can be reached at rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright © 2025 by Richard J. Rosendall. All
rights reserved.
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GLAD Law and NCLR Respond to the Skrmetti Supreme Court Ruling

Submitted by GLAD Law

The Supreme Court of the United States to-
day issued its ruling in United States v. Skrmetti,
uphnldlng T:nnessﬁﬁ’s bﬁ.n on healthﬂﬂrc ﬁ)r
transgender youth.

Today’s decision has no impact in states where
hﬁﬂlth care EDf [ransgtndtryou{h is not current-
1y bﬂnﬂﬂd.

Every major medical association including the
American Medical Association and the Ameri-
can Psychological Association support this care,
backﬂd bY dﬂcadﬁs DE rESEHfCh ﬂnd rtlying upon
the same safe and effective medications used to
treat a rangﬁ QF Dthﬁr heald’l issues {Dr Chﬂdmn
and adults. Last month, in the most comprehen-

sive review to date, a new 1,000+ report com-
missioned by the Utah Legislature found that
this care is supported by substantial evidence, is
safe and effective, and reduces risk ofsuicidali[y.

GLAD Law Senior Director of Transgender
and Queer Rights Jennifer Levi and National
Center for LGBTQ Rights Legal Director Shan-
non Minter, both of whom have more than 30
years cach of LGBTQ+ impact litigation experi-
ence, induding on transgender health care cascs,
and are themselves transgender, responded to
today’s Supreme Courr ruling:

“The Court today failed to do its job,” said
GLAD Law Senior Director of Transgenderand
Queer Rights Jennifer Levi. “When the politi-
cal system breaks down and legislatures bow to

popular hostility, the judiciary must be the Con-
stitution’s backbone. Instead, it chose to look
away, abandnning both vulnerable children and
the parents who love them, No parent should be
forced to watch their child suffer while proven
medical care sits beyond their reach because of
politics.”

“The Court’s ruling abandons transgender
youth and their families to political attacks. It
ignored clear discrimination and disregarded its
own legal precedent by letting lawmakers targec
young people for being transgender” said Na-
tional Center for LGBTQ Rights Legal Direc-
tor Shannon Minter. “Healthcare decisions be-
h)ngwith families, not politicians. This decision
will cause real harm.”
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JUNE IS

PRIDE MONTH

We're doing our part to ensure that LGBTQIA+
individuals can live their lives openly in
communities everywhere.

Keolis is an equal opportunity employer and all qualified

applicants will receive consideration for employment regardless

of their race, color, sex, religion, age, creed, marital status, I< e D l I S
national origin, ancestry, disability status, protected veteran

status, sexual orientation, gender identification or any other

characteristic protected by law.

We are proud to have reached P
the Platinum Level through
SAGECare's LGBT Cultural PPl it i O
Competency staff training Are,
program, in an effort to better

serve seniors in the LGBT

community and better understand their
unique needs and experiences.

The Cambridge Homes wishes everyone a
happy Pride Month!

gglﬁ @ambud%e WIEA Bl @Oﬂﬂ o Text to schedule a tour today!
IS COMMITTED ,
TU INCLUSIVITY INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING @

360 Mount Auburn Street Cambridge, MA
617.876.0369 | TheCambhridgeHomes.org L%\
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hilly masters

Just as we were closing in on the one-year anniversary of his
arrest, Austin Wolf finally ﬂpp&md in court for his i)rcfiminary
hearing. As you'llundoubredly recall, the Feds raided the gay porn
superstar’s home on June 28, 2024 and arrested him for sending
and receiving hundreds of child sexual abuse videos. People kept
asking for updates. Curiously, the preliminary hearing kept get-
ting delayed in one-monch increments..until last week. Wolf (real
name: Justin Heath Smith) was on one side of the courtroom. The
Assistant District Actorney was on the other. The charges were
read, which included interstare commerce, enricing a minor to
engage in activity in the facility of another individual, and oral
sex with an individual younger than 17 years old. And then, Wolf
pled guiley!

However, he made no mention of the child sexual abuse videos.
“In late 2023 or eariy 2024, I induced a IS-year—uld to engage in
a sex act, I don't remember through text or [social media], but
Phﬂnﬂs were dcﬁnltﬁfy U.Sﬁd } knnw What I was leﬂgWﬂS Wmng
I apologize. I knew it was wrong when I did it. I don't blame any-
one clse for my conduct. It was another person engaging in the
conduet. I take full 100 percent responsibility for my actions and
Tam prepared for the consequence,” said Wolf in what sounds like
avery carefully crafted statement. We're told the child sexual ex-
plotation charges will be dropped in light of his admission of guilt
to the more serious crime. The minimum mandatory charge is 10
years in prison. He will be sentenced on September 9ch.

In a curious codicil to this story, one unknown man was in the
courtroom. After the hearing, he identified himself as a “former
tan” of Austin Wolf. “I wish I could get a refund on all the money
Ispent on his videos”

While Wolf was in court, Tyier Perry was slapped with a $260
million lawsuit by actor Derck Dixon, who had the role ngay
store clerk in “The Oval”. According to the lawsuit, “Mr. Perry
took his success and power and used his considerable influence in
the entertainment industry to create a coercive, sexually explnit—
ative dynamic with Mr. Dixon—initially promising him carcer
advancement and creative opportunities, such as producing his
pilot and casting him in his show, only to subject him to escalat-
ing sexual harassment, assault and battery, and professional retali-
ation when Mr. Dixon did not reciprocate Mr. Perry’s unwanted
advances.” According to Dixon, he met Tyler while working at a
partyin 2019. Perry asked if he was an actor, and they cxchanged
numbers. There were quite a few texts (which Dixon has saved),
and Tyler eventually gave him a role in the series “Ruthless”. A
month later, he gave Dixon a new car, allegedly because Tyler
didn't like Dixon’s Jeep! At no point did Dixon sense any quid
pro quo. But he claims chac Perry said his ideal relationship would
bea malewho he could provide for, who would be loyal, but emo-
tionally detached. “Whoever endsup with me is gonna be a happy
de\Crf\leCr.” W}\Cm dD I RPPIY?

A few months later, Derck was at Tyler’s for dinner, They
drank a bit too much, so Perry suggested Derek spend the night
in a guest room. Here is the lawsuit’s account of what happened:
“Dixon was tired and did not have pajamas and so he got into
bed only wearing underwear. Before he knew what was happen-
ing, Dixon felt someone else s{ip into bed behind him and starc
rubbing Dixon’s body around his inner thigh in a highly sexual
and suggestive manner. Dixon turned around and saw that Tyler
Perry was in bed with him.” Derek allegedly rold Tyler he wasn’t
really into sex and left quickly the next morning, Shortly thereaf
ter, he got this text from Tyler: “ would hope you would let some
one hold you and make love to you. You are missing the best years
of your life my friend. Trust me. I hope you get past that block
in your mind soon.” Dixon told Tyler he was a devout Christian,
Tyler responded, “What’s it going to take for you to have guiltless
sex?” Buddhism was mentioned as an option.

Shortly thereafter, Derek’s role transitioned to Perry’s other
series, “The Oval”. Around thar time, Tyler asked if Derck was
a top or a bottom, Dixon doesn'’t reveal his response, but claims
Perry said he was a top. “When you have a big dick and when you
hit the G-spot right on these bottoms, they go crazy.” Around his
birthday, Perry said that all he wanted was “Biscuits and BJ's", but
all he ever got was “Biscuits” (which sounds good to me).

Dcmk pltd\cd a pl.[[)t he Wﬂmed to ShDﬂr and pﬂ“y S}lDWCd
interest—and asked him to come to his house. They discussed
the show over numerous alcoholic beverages. Derek tried to
leave, but Perry wanted to show him a weight monitor he had.
He instructed Derek to strip to his underwear to wy it, which
he did. Perry then allegedly pulled down Derel’s underwear and
slapped his buttocks. According to Derck, he protested but Tyler
said, “Relax...just let it happen.” The lawsuit describes the scene:
“Dixon was naked, and being groped by a large, drunk, and sexu-
ally frustrated 65" man who had Dixon in his clutches” And then
he came up with an idea—he told Perry he “couldn’t do anything
sexual because he was so hungry.” So Tyler ordered a pizza—prob-
ably Domino’s, because it would be there in 30 mins or less! Dix-
on then locked himself in the guest bathroom. The next day, Perry
apologized for his actions and blamed it on the alcohol.

After more harassing calls and texts, Dixon started to believe
Tyler was promising to produce his pilot in order to let the stat-
ute of limitations run out. He reported the situation to the Equal
Employment Opportunicy Commission, and also said he would
not return to “The Oval”—a decision he says cost him close to
$400K. Dixon claims Tyler told him he'd be in breach of contract
ifhe rold people why he quit. Dixon claims to be coming forward
to help other people, and claims that Perry “has been using his
power and influence to molest, abuse, and sexually assanle impres-
Si[)nable aﬂ& mﬁﬂcrﬂbiﬁ empiDy'CES ﬂn& actors WhD IDDk to hlm
for guidance and mentorship while pursuing their dreams.” How
conveniently he forgets about the car, the jobs, and the pizza!

After two heavy subjects, let’s turn to youth suicide. OK, cer-
tainly nota lighter subject. Over these many decades, I've written
about the work done by The Trevor Project—the suicide preven-
tion hotline specifically focusing on LGBTQ+ youths. T was un-
aware of the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. You know how you
can call 911 in case of an emergency? Well, apparently you can call
988 if you're having suicidal thoughts or concerns for someone
else, And if you press 3, you would be connected to someone spe-
cifically catering to LGBTQI+ people under 25...undil July 17th.
The hotline, which is funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), is a subsidiary of
the US Health and Human Services Agency (HHS). They have
determined that there’s no need to specifically “silo LGB+ youth
Sﬁrvicﬁs”'—'nl)tﬁ d’]ﬂ( d]ﬁ gDvﬁmant [Uﬂk &]C “T” out (thCY ﬂiﬂ]
ook out the “Q’, the “I’, and any other letcers that follow). They
claim this is to “focus on serving all help seckers, including those
previously served through the Press 3 option”. They also say, “Any-
one who calls the Lifeline will continue to receive compassion
and help” That remains to be seen. Critics claim the exclusion of
the “T” only underscores the administration’s atctempt to erase the
trans community. Trevor Project CEQ Jaymes Black said, “Sui-
cide prcvemion is about peopfc, not poiitics.” They will continue
to be available to those in need.

Our “Ask Billy” question come from Linda in Maine: 7 re-
member a while ago you wrote about seeing a production of ‘Gypsy’
with a Mama Rose who wasn't white. But everyone says Audra is the
Sorst. Am Lerazy?”

You may be—I'm no doctor. But you are also correct. Audra is
not the first woman of color to play Mama Rose. She is, however,
the first to do so on Broadway. You're obviously a longtime reader
because Leslie Uggams played the role at the Connecticur Rep-
ertory Theatre in 2014, Uggams has also been the lead in “Hello,
Dolly?”, "Anyrhing Goes”, “Cabaret’, “Mame”, and even “Master
Class”—a play also based on a real-life Caucasian woman (Maria
Callas). Should you be curious, footage of Uggams in “Gypsy”
can be found on BillyMasters.com.

When the Big Bad Wolf is staying put in the pokey, it's defi-
nitely time to end yet another column. It’s also a good time to let
Tyler Perry know that this writer is not only available, but loves
pizza and biscuits! Thar said, I'm not what one would call dis-
creet, as you'll see on www. BillyMasters.com—the site that makes
for good bedtime reading! If you have a question for me, send it
to Billy@BillyMasters.com (along with roses of assorted colors)
and I promise to get back to you before I give anyone a refund.
Until next time, remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

|
0 AAROARRT 1440100100000 LAAAAARRAL | (LLLLLLLLLARAN 11k 1O
Austin Wolf

Derek Dixon

S
Leslie Uggams
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SCOTUS

Continued ﬁom pagel

people conform to expectations abour their sex.”

“SB1 does not exclude any individual from
medical treatments on the basis of transgender
status. Rather, it removes one set of diagnoses —
gmdﬂr dysphoria, gender idcntity disorder, and
g:ndﬁf inCDngmﬁnCC"ﬁ ErDm l’}]e rangﬁ DF(Y?A('
able conditions.”

US. v. Skrmetti originated with one transgen-
dCr glfl Bnd twWo {rﬂnsgﬂﬂdﬂf bﬂys, WhDSE PHE“:S
filed suit after the Tennessee lr:gisfarure banned
medical treatment for young people cifagm)s:ci
with gender dysphoria. (Gender dysphoria is
defined by the medical profession as clinically
significant discomfort that one’s sexual identity
is different than one’s documented gﬂndcr at
birch.) A Memphis doctor, Susan Lacy, joined
the lawsuit, which was successful at the district
court. There, the judge ruled chat the ban en-
ables “disparatc treatment on the basis of sex.”
But the Sixth Circuit US. Court of Appeals
disagreed.

Both the transgender youth and the US. gov-

ernment appealed to the Supreme Court. The
court accepted the appeal but posed the ques-
tion with language many might read as purting a
thumb on the scales of justice: Does “Tennessee
Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), which prohibits all medical
treatments intended to allow a minor to identify
with, or live as, a purported identity inconsistent
with the minor’s sex” or to treat ‘purported dis-
comfort or distress from a discordance between
the minor’s sex and asserted identity’” violates
the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment.

The court heard arguments in December,
during the last month of President Biden’s ad-
ministration. Solicitor General Elizabeth Pre-
logar, who spoke on behalf of the Biden admin-
istration’s opposition to Tennessec’s law, said it
discriminares on the basis of sex, in violarion
DF &\ﬂ cqual prCEC:iDn Clﬂusﬂ. SI'\E ﬂISD arguz(i
the court should scrutinize the law at a height—
ened level (greater than the easy requiremenc
of simple rational basis). And she urged the Su-
preme Court to send the case back to the Sixth
Circuit US. Court of Appeals with instructions
to examine the ban with that heightened level of
scrutiny.

In February, the Dcpartmcn[ of Justice under
President Trump wrote lecter to the court, saying
“The Department has now determined that SB1
&)ES not dﬂny equai pr(CC[iD“ on account D{
SEX OT any other characteristic. Accnrdingly, the
new Administration would not have intervened
to challenge SB1.” The letter carried the name of
Curtis Gannon, depury solicitor gtneral.

Wednesdays 6 to 3 vote broke down in the
usual split: Dissenting justices were Sonia Soto-
mayor, Elena Kagan, and Ketanji Brown Jack-
son.

Leading the dissent, Justice Sotomayor said
the Tennessce “law conditions the availability of
medications on a patient’s sex.

“By retreating from meaningful judicial re-
view exactly where it matcers most,” wrote So-
[ﬂmaYDf, “&\E chllT aba"(*ﬂ“s {fansgﬂndﬂr Cf\ﬁ'
dren and their families to pniiticaiwhims.

“In sadness, I dissent.”

“Today's ruling is a devastating loss for trans-
gender people, our families, and everyone who
cares about the Constitution,” said Chase Stran-
gio, Co-Director of the ACLU's LGBTQ &
HIV Project. “Though this is apainful setback,

it does not mean that transgender people and

our allies are left with no options to defend our
freedom, our health care, or our lives. The Court
left undisturbed Supreme Court and lower court
precedent that other examples of discrimination
ﬂgﬂij‘lst tfansgﬂ“dﬂr pEDpiC are unlawful WE arc
as determined as ever vo fight for the dignity and
equality of every transgender person and we will
continue to do so with defiant stre_ngdl, a rest-
less resolve, and a lasting commitment to our
families, our communities, and the freedom we
all deserve.”

“This is a heartbreaking ruling, making it
more difficult for transgender youth to escape
the danger and trauma of being denied their
ability to live and thrive,” said Sasha Buchert,
Counsel and Director of the Nonbinary and
Transgender Rights Project at Lambda Legal.
“But we will continue to fight fiercely to protect
them. Make no mistake, gcnder-aﬂirming care
is often iiFe—saving care, and all major medical
associations have determined it to be safe, ap-
propriate, and effective. This is a sad day, and the
impiications will reverberate for years and across
the country, but it does not shake our resolve to
continue fighting.”

© 2025 Keen News Service. All rights reserved.

Mombian
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Little Bee, an independent children’s book
publisher specializing in progressive and in-
clusive books, is “a very mission driven and fo-
cused company,” said CEQ Shimul Tolia. One
of its five core “pillars of publishing” focuses on
LGBTQ+ acceptance. “We wanted to publish
LGBTQ+-inclusive books because we were
looking for gaps in the children’s publishing
industry, and one of those gaps was content and
storytelling that showcased the LGBTQ+ com-
munity,” cxpiaincd Tolia. “We rmﬁy wanted to
tell stories that were overlooked or silenced.”

Daniel Haack’s “Prince & Knight” was “the
book that started it all for us)” she said. After they
received the story, in 2017, they started thinking
about partnering with GLAAD, because they
wanted to ensure that “the content we were put-
ting out was respectful and all-encompassing of
the community thar we were trying to elevate
and empower.” GLAAD, for its part, was s:eking
to do more outreach to families, she said, while
Little Bee, as a children’s book publisher, had
those connections. “It ended up being very mu-
tuaﬁy beneficial,” she observed.

Editorial Director Brett Duquette, a queer
dad himself, said that more than 20 books have
come from the partnership so far, with more in
development. He said Little Bee is “always look-
ing for stories that center the child)” and ones that
“help our LGBTQ+ kids and families find them-
selves positively represented so they can feel val-
ued.” They may even help adults *have the words
that they might not organically have to share
with their child.”

For cxamplc, Little Bee is wori(ing with
GLAAD on “My Gender, My Rules,” by Andy
Passchier, a nonfiction picture book coming
our in November. “There’s been a lot of mis-
information about gendcr and gcndcr expres-
sion,” he said, and the book is meant “to help
families and kids have important conversations
about it.” Another recent title is “I Am Not a
Vampire,” by actor and activist Miles McKenna,

illustrated by Riley Samels, “an allegory about
finding your authentic self”

Perhaps the most well-known book from the
partnership, however, is “Uncle Bobby’s Wed-
ding,” by Sarah Brannen, illustrated by Lucia
Soto, about a girl worried that her favorite uncle
will no longer have time for her after he marries
his boyfriend. It had originally been published
elsewhere in 2008, but was republished by Little
Bee with updated text and new illustrations in
2020. The new edition was named to multiple
“best books” lists.

In 2022, both “Uncle Bobbys Wedding”
and “Prince & Knight” were among several
LGBTQ+-inclusive books added

to a list of optianal, suppkmentai materials

picture

for Maryland’s Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS). A group of parents, however,
bmught alawsuit against MCPS, claim ing their
religious freedom was violated if they did not
have a chance to opt ourt their children before
the books were read in classrooms. The case was
ulcimately heard this pasc April by the US. Su-
preme Court, where Justice Samuel Alito tried
to argue that the protagonist in “Uncle Bobby’s
Wedding” had “reservations” about her uncle
marryinga man, an interpretation that Brannen
has pub{iciy rtfuttd.

Tolia said of the case, “The reason the
[MCPS] educators brought these books in was
to showcase the neighbors in that communicy.
That to me, is really the crux of everything. If
the books you're bringing into school are to
help the children see themselves or their neigh-
bors, then I thinkit’s really sad that this case had
to go all the way to the Supreme Court.”

She asserted, "I chink that being exposed to
ideas broadens our perspective and broadens
our compassion, and that is what we are trying
to teach children chrough our books,” adding,
“I don't think that violates somebody's religious
belicf, that compassion and that understand-
i_ng.”

At the same time, she said, “We'll fully ac-
knowledge our LGBTQ+ books are not meant
for everyone.” Instead, “What we are here to
do is offer a variety of different types of sto-

ryteﬂing for pmpk who do want to bring this
content into their homes or communities.” She
“completely respect[s}” whatever choice parents
want to make within a household, but said, “It’s
tougher when a household wants to make a de-
cision fora community, and that’s when we'll be
there to ensure our voice is heard.”

That means supporting “the people on the
frontline.” inciuding librarians, teachers, and
other educators “who often bear the brunt of a
lot of the discourse around book bans.” she said.
“That’s what we afways try to do: support the
people who are di)ing their best to stick up for
this First Amendment that we all believein.”

Dugquette added, “We are going to continue
to support our auchors and the publishing part-

nership that we have with GLAAD. It’s impor-
tant for LGBTQ+ kids and families and also
families who are not members of the LGBTQ+

community to sce these lives positively repre-

sented.”

And he emphasized, “The editors at Litcle
Bee take our work very seriously about helping
children see themsclves, especially children who
are sometimes not shown in a positive light. T
want to ensure that we give them a book that
says, ‘You're valued, you exist.”

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher
of Mombian (mombian.com), a two-time
GLAAD Media Award-winning blog for LG-
BTQ+ parents plus a searchable database of
1,800+ LGBTQ+ famﬂy books.
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Imagine YOUR LOGO on bazillions of
custom promotional products!

6175224228

An A+ vendor that is gay owned, operated,
and certified by the NGLCC.

We support the LGBTQIA charities that you support!

LOGO ANYTHING! PROMOSTUFFONLINE.COM

Hotline
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phone or by replying “PRIDE” via text.

The decision was was made to “no longer silo”
the services and “to focus on serving all help seek-
ers, including those previously served [hrnugh the
Press 3 option,” the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services” Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
said in a statement dated Tuesday on its website.

News of the LGBTQ+ service shutcing down
comes as the U.S. Supreme Court upheld Tennes-
see’s ban on gender-affirming care for transgen-
der minors on Wednesday.

The Trevor Project said it received official no-
tice Tuesday that the program was ending. The
nonprofit is one of seven centers that provides
988 crisis support services for LGBTQ+ people
— and serves nearly half of the people who con-
tact the lifeline.

“Suicide prevention is about pccple, not poii—
tics,” Trevor Project CEQ Jaymes Black said in
a statement Wednesday. “The administration’s
decision to remove a bipartisan, evidence-based
service that has effectively supported a high-risk
group of young people through their darkest mo-
ments is incomprehensible.”

In its statement on the 988 decision, SAMHSA
referred to the “LGB+ youth services.”

Black called the omission of the “T” represent-

»

ing transgender people “callous.” “Transgender
people can never, and will never, be erased,” he
said.

The Trevor Project will continue to run its
24/7 mental health support services, as will other

organizations, and leaders of 988 say the hotline

will serve anyone who calls with compassion.

The US. Centers for Disease Conrtrol and Pre-
vention said there were 49,300 suicides in 2023
— about the highcst level in the nation’s hismry,
based on preliminary data.

Studies have shown that LGBTQ+ youth are
at higher risk of suicide, including a 2024 analy-
sis by the CDC that found 26% transgender and
g:n&cr—qucsrioning students attempted suicide in
the past year. That's compared with 5% of cisgen-
der male and 11% of cisgender female studencs.

Young transgender people flooded crisis hot-
lines wich calls after President Donald Trump was
re-elected. Trump made ami—transgender themes
central to his campaign and has since rolled back
many civil rights protections and access to gen-
der-aftirming care.

Trump signed the National Suicide Hotline
Designation Act of 2020 into law in October
2020.

The specific 988 subprogram for LGBTQ+
youth cost $33 million in fiscal year 2024, accord-
ing to SAMHSA, and as of June 2025, more than
$33 million has been spent on the services. The
Trump administration’s 2026 budger proposal
called for keeping 988’s total budget at $520 mil-
lion even while eliminating the LGBT Q+ services.

Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. wants
to wrap SAMHSA and other agencics into a new
HHS office called Administration for a Healthy
America, where it would coexist with employees
from other agencies rtsponsible for chemical ex-
posures and work-related injuries.

The Associated Press Health and Science Depart-
ment receives support from the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute’s Department of Science Educa-
tion and the Robert Waod Jobnson Foundation.
The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Discover Your
Authentic Self

Serving our LGBTQ community for more than 30 years.

Insuring your most cherished possessions
In-office and virtual appointments available.

Individual and couples.

Jmmy G. Owerw

Licensed Mental Health Counselor
Certified Daring Way Facilitator

www.jimmyowen.com
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Andover, MA 01810

Auto Home Business Condo Pel Insuranee

8 Clarendon St Boston 617-437-9400
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Music & theatrical performances
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contracts
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